Pullorum-tested poultry flocks by unknown
Journal of the Department of Agriculture, 
Western Australia, Series 3 
Volume 6 
Number 5 September-October, 1957 Article 21 
9-1957 
Pullorum-tested poultry flocks 
Follow this and additional works at: https://researchlibrary.agric.wa.gov.au/journal_agriculture3 
Recommended Citation 
(1957) "Pullorum-tested poultry flocks," Journal of the Department of Agriculture, Western Australia, Series 3: 
Vol. 6 : No. 5 , Article 21. 
Available at: https://researchlibrary.agric.wa.gov.au/journal_agriculture3/vol6/iss5/21 
This article is brought to you for free and open access by Research Library. It has been accepted for inclusion in 
Journal of the Department of Agriculture, Western Australia, Series 3 by an authorized administrator of Research 
Library. For more information, please contact jennifer.heathcote@agric.wa.gov.au, 
sandra.papenfus@agric.wa.gov.au, paul.orange@dpird.wa.gov.au. 
-TESTED 
POULTRY 
FLOCKS 
pULLORUM disease has now been almost eliminated from breeding and hatchery 
A poultry flocks m Western Australia by the annual blood-testing of all birds and 
the destruction of reactors Only 305 reactors were found in a total of 135,990 birds 
tested this season—an incidence of infection of 0.22 per cent. 
Adult hens which appear to be perfectly 
healthy may be carriers of the pullorum 
germ and may lay a proportion of infected 
eggs. Chicks hatched from such eggs can 
spread the infection throughout the incu-
bator and cause many deaths among 
young chicks during the first few days 
after hatching. 
A rapid and simple method of blood-
testing has been evolved to aid in the 
detection of carriers, and most leading 
hatcherymen voluntarily submitted their 
flocks to this test, leading to a marked 
reduction in the incidence of the disease. 
Early in 1955, an amendment to the 
Stock Diseases Act made blood-testing 
compulsory for all commercial breeding 
and hatchery flocks, and it was required 
tha t the incidence of infection as deter-
mined by the last test prior to the com-
mencement of hatching must be less than 
2 per cent. 
Details of the tests from 1948 to 1957 
are given in the accompanying table. 
TESTED FLOCKS 
In the following list of 70 flocks tested 
during the current season it will be seen 
that in every case the incidence of infec-
tion is well below 2 per cent. Over one-
third of the flocks tested showed no re-
actors and the majority had considerably 
less than 1 per cent. 
The breeds of poultry in the flocks are 
indicated by the following abbrevia-
tions:— 
White Leghorn WL; Australorp A; 
Rhode Island Red RIR; First Cross XB. 
Name and Address. 
Year. 
Birds 
Tested, 
including 
Retests . 
Reactors . Percentage. 
Case of 
Pullorum 
diagnosed a t 
Labora tory . 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
51,953 
49,901 
66,062 
61,216 
100,000 
108,452 
118,776 
119,304 
128,401 
135,990 
2,821 
2,839 
3,956 
2,737 
2,535 
1,474 
922 
418 
1,042 
305 
5-43 
5-65 
5-95 
3-37 
2-53 
1-36 
0-77 
0-35 
0-81 
•22 
51 
62 
34 
23 
None to 21st 
June , 1957 
Adams, W. T.—Bullsbrook 
Anderson, P.—King Edward Rd., 
Osborne Pa rk 
Angle, L — M t . Helena 
Barker, G.—Widgee Rd., Morley Park 
Barnet t , T.—Cowaramup 
Bell, C. J .—Grand Promenade, Morley 
Park 
Bell, N. A.—Abernethy Rd, Cloverdale 
Carter. R. J . & N. H — Eva St., Mad-
dington 
Carter & Blakey—King Edward R d " 
Osborne Pa rk 
Chadwick, F.—Narrogin 
Charlton, A.—Kenwick 
Challis, D.—7th Rd., Armadale 
Chalmers, H. P.—Riverton . 
Coci, G.—Albert St., Osborne Park 
Cole, H.—Division St.. Welshpool 
Collie. E.—Hamilton Rd., Hamil ton 
Hill 
Cook, W. A.—Welshpool Rd. , Welsh-
pool 
Conlon T.—Troy St., Bassendean '.'.'.'. 
Dabelstien—Ypres Rd., Kelmscott 
Breed. 
No. of 
Birds 
Tested. 
Percent-
age Re-
actors a t 
Last 
Test . 
W L 
A, X B 
A 
A, W L , 
X B 
A 
A 
A, WL, 
R I R 
W L 
A, X B 
A, W L 
A 
A, W L 
W L 
A, W L 
A, W L 
A, X B 
A, W L 
A, W L 
A 
787 
1,923 
529 
4,978 
388 
2,199 
4,782 
787 
3,372 
1,895 
2,082 
2,597 
2,515 
488 
1,640 
824 
2,893 
269 
1,940 
0-2 
0-52 
0 0 
0 1 6 
0 0 
0-32 
0-3 
0-2 
0-73 
0 1 6 
0-14 
0 0 
0-39 
0 0 
0-0 
0-24 
0 1 0 
0 0 
0-31 
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Name and Address. 
Dadley H.—Rockingham Rd., South 
Coogee 
Davey & Sons, G.—11th Rd. Armadale 
Doyle, A.—Beechboro Rd., Beechboro 
Ege, E.—Beach Rd., Kwinana 
Fawkes, A.—Wyatt Rd., Bayswater .... 
Fenton, J.—North Lake Rd., Melville 
Ford, J.—Belmont Ave., Cloverdale .... 
Freeth, J 
Gardiner, C.—Division St., Welshpool 
Gates, A. S.—King Edward Rd., 
Osborne Park 
Greay, T. S.—Division St., Welshpool 
Hadlow, E.—Mt. Helena 
Hampton, A.—Scott St., Kewdale .... 
Hall, W. G.—South St., Melville 
Hedges. J.—President St., Kewdale .... 
Heggie, L.—Wanneroo Rd., Wanneroo 
Hill, R.—Widgee Rd., Morley Park .... 
Hopkinson, A. I.—Vale Rd., Bushmead 
Hunter Bros.—Kewdale 
Keene, K.—Great Eastern Highway, 
Redcliffe 
Lane, H. A.—Kent Rd., Wanneroo .... 
Leonard, H.—Johnston St., Mt. Helena 
Martin, V.—Station St., Gosnelb .... 
Miles, R.—Wanneroo Rd., Wanneroo 
McAuliffe, H.—Katanning 
McGregor, E. M.—Uranium St., Kew-
dale 
Mclntyre, B 
Oberholzer, H.—Albert St., Tuart Hill 
Oliver, R. E.—Welshpool Rd., Welsh-
pool 
Parin, A,—11 Mile, Wanneroo 
Pentland, R.—9 Mile, Wanneroo .... 
Potter, R. S.—Katanning 
Porter, L.S.—Narrogin 
Preston, J.—West Swan Rd., West 
Swan 
Price, E. E.—Macedonia St., Naval 
Base 
Pymn, G.—Wanneroo Rd., Wanneroo 
Reid, J.—President St., Kewdale .... 
Roberts, S. G.—Conn St., Carlisle ... 
Sears, G.—Wanneroo Rd,, Wanneroo 
Smolenski, W.—Oats St., Kewdale .... 
Stevens, J.—Swan St., East Guildford 
Straw, F. & D. M.—Adelaide St., Maida 
Vale 
Tyler, A.—Beechboro Rd., Beechboro 
TJpson <ft Son—Pemberton 
Wear, A.—Kew St.. Kewdale 
Wilshusen,T.—Wharf St.,Queens Park 
Wilson, H.—Kooyong Rd., Kewdale 
Whittaker, C—Yale Rd., Kenwick .... 
Woodard, L.—George St., Queens Park 
Woodard, H.—Hughes St., Canning 
Vale 
Yates, A.—Fulham St., Cloverdale .... 
Percent-
age Re-
actors at 
Last 
Test. 
W L 
A, W L , 
RIB. 
A 
A 
A 
A, W L , 
M R 
A, W L , 
X B 
A, W L , 
R I R 
A, W L , 
R I R 
A, X B 
A, X B 
A 
A, W L , 
R I R 
A 
A, W L 
A 
A, W L 
A 
A 
A 
M I X E D 
B R E E D S 
A, W L , 
R I R 
A, W L , 
X B 
A 
A 
A 
A, W L , 
R I R 
A, W L 
A, W L 
A 
R I R 
A, X B 
A, W L , 
R I R 
A 
W L 
A, W L 
A, X B 
A, W L 
A 
A 
A, W L , 
R I R 
A 
A , X B 
A, W L , 
A, W L 
A, W L 
A 
A, W L 
A, W L , 
X B 
A, W L 
A, W L 
1,437 
9,182 
2,700 
248 
2,fi28 
3,024 
1,786 
1,951 
2,668 
2,230 
2,349 
1,609 
9,877 
2,121 
1,693 
1,530 
2,894 
1,465 
1,097 
50 
183 
2,050 
997 
443 
550 
1,750 
820 
383 
1,895 
1,397 
264 
812 
2,128 
140 
1,011 
1,891 
1,347 
2,767 
1,884 
1,296 
1,004 
1,447 
1,698 
1,871 
447 
1,257 
992 
4,428 
2,156 
2,188 
2,347 
0-62 
0-40 
015 
0-4 
0-45 
0-49 
01 
00 
0 19 
0-54 
017 
00 
016 
0-23 
0-18 
0-26 
00 
013 
01 
00 
109 
0-39 
0-45 
00 
00 
0-2 
00 
00 
00 
1-52 
00 
00 
00 
00 
0-26 
0-22 
0-65 
0-26 
00 
0-2 
00 
008 
00 
00 
00 
00 
0-27 
0-14 
0-09 
00 
A SHEEP-DIPPING PROBLEM 
Dieldrin and aldrin sheep dips have largely 
supplanted the arsenical dips formerly in com-
mon use, as they are undoubtedly effective 
against lice and keds and, in addition, protect the 
sheep against blowfly strike for periods of up to 
three months. 
Nevertheless, the widespread use of dieldrin 
and aldrin dips is creating an increasingly 
serious problem in itch mite control. 
During the past 12 months there has been a 
sharp rise in the incidence of itch mite infesta-
tion in this State and many cases have been re-
ported both from sheep markets and individual 
properties. 
I t would appear that itch mite infestation has 
always been much more prevalent that was 
generally supposed, but it has been kept in 
check by the use of arsenical dips. 
Arsenical dips are not the complete answer 
to itch mite control—lime sulphur dips are the 
only known method of obtaining complete 
eradication—but it would appear that both 
arsenicals and some dips containing rotenone 
will reduce the mite population to a level where 
they fail to produce any obvious ill-effects. 
Aldrin and dieldrin have no effect upon the 
itch mites however and, as a result, the parasites 
are making their presence felt in many flocks. 
In approaching the problem, we must con-
sider not only the flocks now showing signs 
of infestation, but also the many flocks which 
are harbouring the mites but are not yet obviously 
infested. The itch mite is slow and insidious 
in its spread and may be present in a flock for 
some years before a significant proportion of 
the sheep are affected. 
It is unlikely that lime-sulphur dipping will 
become routine practice as the material is 
costly, highly irritant and must be used with 
care. Even the incorporation of dieldrin or 
aldrin into lime-sulphur dips would not over-
come these obvious disadvantages and such 
treatment is only likely to be employed on badly 
itch-mite infested flocks. 
A return to arsenical dipping with jetting 
against blowflies as a separate operation, using 
dieldrin or aldrin might be regarded as a retro-
grade step, but appears to be the only practical 
solution at the present time. 
An insecticide which will destroy itch mite, 
lice, keds, and afford a reasonable degree of 
protection against blowfly strike is obviously re-
quired and must continue to be sought. 
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